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HOW TO LOOK AT AN ANCIENT JUDAEAN 
SHEKEL LIKE YOU ARE AN EXPERT 


By Mel Wacks, N.L.G. 


As a coin collector, when you examine a coin in a museum, 
book, or best of all at home, you often see inscriptions that 
you can’t read and design elements that you don’t 
understand. So, let’s deconstruct an ancient Judaean Shekel, 
so you will understand it just as well as you understand a 
common United States coin. 

Let’s start off with the obverse (heads) side. The United 
States half dollar features a portrait. But there is no name. 
Who is it? Try Googling “half dollar” and you will 
immediately see this picture: 


The caption indicates that the design is “John F. Kennedy.” 
President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in 1963 and 
starting in 1964, his portrait appeared on the half dollar 
coins. Today, you rarely see these coins in circulation. 
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On the ancient Shekel, the central design looks like some 
sort of cup or chalice. But is it? 


Paul Romanoff (Jewish Symbols on Ancient Jewish Coins), writes 
“Tt is doubtful whether ... the vessel was a drinking cup. 
The dotted border would make drinking almost impossible 
.-. while the drinking of wine in the Temple was 
forbidden.” Romanoff, rather, believes it could be the 
“golden vessel that contained the omer and was used on the 
second day of Passover when a measure of barley, a tenth of 
an ephah ... of fine flour, was offered to the Temple as the 
first-fruits of the field” (Exodus 16:36). 


ABE 


At the bottom of the obverse of the half dollar is the date. 
‘The Gregorian calendar was introduced in October 1582 by 
Pope Gregory XIII as a modification of, and replacement 
for, the Julian calendar. The principal change was to space 
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leap years differently so as to make the average calendar 
year 365.2425 days long, more closely approximating the 
365.2422-day ‘tropical’ or 'solar' year that is determined by 
the Earth's revolution around the Sun, The year, expressed 
in the AD system (anno Domi the number of years in 
the Gregorian calendars, with each year starting on January 
1st. This year can also mean CE or Common Eta. It should 
be noted that the starting year of the Gregorian calendar, 
which was meant to be the year of Jesus’ birth, was in error. 
Wikipedia notes: “The date of birth of Jesus is not stated in 
the gospels or in any historical sources, but most biblical 
scholats generally accept a date of birth between 6 BC and 4 
BC, the year in which King Herod died.” 


The date on the ancient Shekel appears above the vessel, as 
two ancient Judaean letters, reading right to left: 


A true alphabetic system “was one of, and only one, of the 
gifts of the Semites to mankind (G. R. Driver, The Story of 
the Aleph Beth, David Diringer). The ancient Judaean 
alphabet was related to the Latin alphabet. Thus the first 
letter in the Judaean coin inscription MM looks like a Greek 
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sigma © on its side. It is an abbreviation for the Hebrew 
word “shana” (“year”). The second letter is a Hebrew 
gimmel, the third letter in the Hebrew alphabet, that 
represents the 3“ year. This obviously does not represent 
the third year in the Hebrew calendar, that begins on the 
first day of creation 5783 years ago. Rather, it indicates that 
this coin was issued in the 3“ year of the First Revolt (68-69 
CE). By the way, in the Jewish calendar, each year starts on 
the first day of the Hebrew month of Tishtei (in September 
or October). Other Shekels were minted with these dates: 


Year 2, 67-68 CE 
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Year 5, 70-71 CE 


The small “S” mintmark below Kennedy’s bust indicates 
that this coin was minted at the San Francisco Mint. 


Whereas the circumferential inscription AWNAPA YE 
Lw%4 2 JERUSALEM THE HOLY) on the reverse of 
the Judacan Shekel probably indicates that the Shekels were 
minted from the silver in the Temple Treasury. 
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‘The half dollar is inscribed with the value “HALF 
DOLLAR?” at the bottom of the reverse. 


While virtually all ancient coins do not indicate the value, 


the Judaean Shekels are an exception. 


Continued 
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This portion of the inscription reads Lew (LK Sh). 
Remember that Hebrew is read from right to left, so this 
wotd is “Shekel.” If you remember that the Hebrew Shin 
looks like the Greek Sigma, note that the Hebrew Lamed 
looks almost exactly like the English “L.” Soon you will be 
reading ancient Hebrew inscriptions like an expert! 


Now, let’s look at the reverse (tails) of the half dollar: 


The central device on the half dollar is an American eagle, 
the seal of the United States of America. 
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The reverse of the Shekel features something like a bunch 
of flowers. But what exactly does it represent? 


There are several possible interpretations of the reverse 
design — a budding pomegranate plant as desctibed in the 
Song of Solomon 6:11: “T went down into the garden of nuts to 
see the fruits of the valley, and to see whether the vine 
flourished, and the pomegranates budded,” or something 
else. 


In 1864, Federic Madden (History of Jewish Coinage and of 
Money in the Old and New Testament) described the reverse 
motif as “a triple lily,” but by 1881 Madden (in Coins of the 
Jews) had changed his mind — calling it “Aaton’s rod.” This 
attribution has been reinforced recently by Robert Deutsch 
(The Jewish Revolt against Rome, Interdisciplinary Perspectives — 
Coinage of the First Jewish Revolt against Rome: Iconagraphy, 
Minting Authority, Metallurgy, Brill, 2011). Deutsch writes that 
“The only symbol on the coins for which we had no 
straightforward explanation was the rod with three ... buds. 
If the assumption that this is a staff is correct, then it may 
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be identified with the Jewish high priest”: “And on the 
following day Moses came to the Tent of Testimony, and 
behold, Aaron's staff for the house of Levi had blossomed! 
It gave forth blossoms, sprouted buds, and produced ripe 
almonds” (Numbers 17:23). 


Young almonds crowned with dried petals — resembling the motif 
on the shekels. 
Photo from "Nature and Landscape in Jewish Heritage" by Noga 
HaReuveny. 


The two sides of the Shekel could well illustrate what 
Maimonides described: “When [King Solomon] constructed 
the [Temple in Jerusalem] ... Together with [the ark], were 
entombed Aaron’s staff, the vial [of manna], and the 
anointing oil.” (Hi/chos Beis HaBechirah, Chapter 4). 
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Fanciful picture of the Ark of the Covenant, 
containing the tablets of the Ten Commandments, 
the golden pot of manna and Aaron's budded rod. 


This explanation of the shekel motifs would also jibe with 
the writings of the great rabbi Moses ben Nahman 
(Nachmanides, 1194-1270), who sent the following 
additions to his commentaries, after visiting Eretz Israel: 


“The Lord has blessed me so greatly, for I have been so 
fortunate as to come to Acco and there to find in the hands 
of the elders of the land a silver coin with engravings, on 
one side resembling the branch of an almond tree, on the 
other some sort of dish .... [The Samaritans] say that the 
shapes are Aaron’s staff, with its almonds and blossoms, 
and the other shape, the container of manna.” 


The name of the issuing country “UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA” is indicated on the half dollar. 
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Whereas, the end of the circumferential inscription on the 
obverse of the Shekel reads 

L¥9w% (LARS Y); backwards that’s YSRAL — or 
ISRAEL, one of the names of the country that issued the 
coin. 


The motto of the United States “E PLURIBUS UNUM” 
appears above the eagle on the Great Seal on the reverse of 
the half dollar: 
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The motto is written in Latin; if you look it up on Google, 
you will find out that it means “Out of many, one.” Not 
many Americans could translate this Latin inscription, and 
perhaps many ancient Judaeans may not have known the 
meanings of the inscriptions on the ancient Shekels! 


Reifenberg, Narkiss, Mildenberg and many other scholars 
ate united in the view that the script used on the Jewish 
coins is an artificial revival of the ancient Hebrew alphabet, 
some centuries after it has fallen into disuse. However, 
especially in the light of the recently discovered Dead Sea 
Scrolls, David Diringer (in Early Hebrew Writing, The Biblical 
Archaeologist Vol. 13, No. 4, Dec. 1950), arrives at the 
conclusion “that it is hardly likely that an obsolete script 
would have been chosen for objects such as coins which are 
se and that it is highly probable that the early 
Hebrew writing survived until the second century of the 


in general 


Christian era and continued to be used among certain 
sections of the population for some centuries, after the 
Aramaic language and script had become the official means 
of intercourse.” 


Last but not least, the edge of all Shekels are hammered. 
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Whereas, the edge of half dollars (dimes, quarters and silver 
dollars too) are reeded: 


Robert Deutsch (Jewish Coinage During the First Revolt Against 
Rome: 66 — 73 CE, (Jaffa, 2018]) has noted, “it seems that 
this [hammering] treatment only developed as a response to 
the production of numbers of coins with irregular edges” (p. 
55). The purpose of reeded edges on American coins is to 
prevent crooks from shaving silver off of the edges of silver 
coins. 


So, the next time you see an ancient Judaean Shekel coin 
you will be able to impress everyone by telling them the date 
the coin was issued, reading the inscriptions and explaining 
the designs. 


Other comparisons between the Shekel and Kennedy silver 
half dollar are weight (about 14 gm for the Shekel vs 12.5 
gm for the silver half dollar), purity (about 92% pure silver 
for the Shekel vs 90% pute silver for the silver half dollar), 
and diameter (about 23mm for the Shekel vs 30.6mm for 
the half dollar). ® 


HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR FINDS “KIND” 
AMERICAN SOLDIER THROUGH A WWII GERMAN 
BANKNOTE 


Holocaust survivor Lily Ebert and her great-grandson 
Dovid Forman have been taking the world by storm ever 
since Dovid introduced his great-grandmothet’s story to the 
world via social media in 2020. In stories shared on Coin 
World and Upstory.com, a banknote from WWITI helped 
Lily Ebert connect with the first person to be kind to her 
after the war, a Jewish American soldier. 


As the inspiring story goess, Lily Ebert had survived the 
war, and in 1945, she was liberated from a German 
munitions factory where she worked as slave labor after 
being transferred from the Auschwitz death camp. 


She met an American soldier a few weeks after being 
liberated. He gave her a German banknote with the 
following positive words: “The start to a new life. Good 
luck and happiness.” 


Lily Ebert was incredibly moved by the kind gesture and the 
banknote became one of her most treasured keepsakes. As 
she told NBC news during an interview, “This soldier was 
the first haman being who was kind to us. It was the first 
time after this terrible life that somebody was kind and I 
knew that somebody wants to help.” 
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Lily Ebert is the woman with the soldier’s arm around her. 


Ebert’s mother, brother, and sister were all killed at 
Auschwitz. Her two younger sisters were liberated with her 
at the munitions factory and Lily believes that she survived 
in order to take care of her younger sisters. 


“T promised myself that if I survived by some miracle, I 
would tell the world what happened there,” Ebert said. 
“The next generation and next generations should know the 
story so that something like that should not be repeated to 
any human being ever." 


Ebert kept the banknote in a photo album at her home in 
London where it was discovered by her teenage great- 
grandson, Dov Forman. Forman had taken it upon himself 
to start documenting his great-grandmother’s stories as a 
survivor so they would never be forgotten. 
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Original image from Dov Forman’s Twitter account. 


“My great-grandma obviously isn’t going to be around 
forever and her story will eventually become my whole 
family’s responsibility to carry on,” Forman said. 

Intrigued by the transcription on the banknote, Forman 
tweeted out a photo of the bill along with photographs of 
the unknown soldiet and Ebert taken a few days after 
liberation. 

The only clues to the man’s identity were an inscription on 
the banknote that reads: “Assistant to Chaplain Schacter” 
and his Hebrew name. 


‘The “Chaplain Schacter” on the bill was Chaplain Herschel 
Schacter, an American Orthodox rabbi who served as a 
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chaplain in the Third Army’s VIII Corps. Schacter 
participated in the liberation of the Buchenwald 
concentration camp and helped relocate survivors, including 
Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel. 


‘The tweet gained traction and Forman received responses 
from all over the world. Eventually, he learned the identity 
of the solider, Private Hyman Shulman from New Jersey. 


In late 1944, Shulman had been removed from the front 
lines after being injured in the Battle of the Bulge and 
assigned to serve as Assistant to the Jewish Chaplain to the 
Third U.S. Army’s VIII Corps, Rabbi Herschel Schachter. 
During the course of the war, Shulman wrote over 1,100 
letters that he sent back home to his family, telling them 
everything that he saw. Some of these letters are archived 
today. 


Unfortunately, Shulman died in the early 1990s at the age of 
91. The Hebrew at the top is a transliteration of his name. 


However, Forman was able to reconnect with Schulman’s 
children in New York and brought the families together 
digitally through Zoom. “It was really special. It felt like we 
were family, we just clicked,” Forman said. 
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Lilly Ebert and Dov Forman (right) hold a Zoom call with Arlene 
and Jason Schulman, descendants of the American GI that 
liberated Lilly during the war, along with Lilly's daughter and 
husband Bilha and Julian Weider. 


“T know that this soldier told his family, he wrote to his 
family every day the stories that he saw,” Ebert said. “With 
that, I feel some connection to them.” 


“T hope one day that I will meet them personally, | would 
very much like to have that,” Ebert said. 0 
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MEDALS COMMEMORATING THE 80™ 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE WARSAW GHETTO 
UPRISING. 


In commemoration of the 80" anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising, the Mint of Poland has produced two 10- 
zloty coins. 


The obverses of both coins depict the outline of the 
Warsaw Ghetto’s borders and each have the emblem of the 
Republic of Poland. 


On this coin, the outline of the ghetto is set within the 
background of a Star of David. The reverse of the coin 
features a helpless young Jewish boy wearing a cap and coat 
with raised arms in a stylized Star of David. 
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The reverse of the other coin features civilians during the 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, three individuals, including two 
women and a child. They appear to be walking forward with 
a Star of David and a brick wall in the background, 
separating the district from the so-called “Aryan side” 


These coins were issued this year, in 2023, and were 
designed by Sebastian Mikolajczak. 0 
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A VISIT TO ISRAEL’S KADMAN NUMISMATIC 
MUSEUM AND INTERVIEW WITH CURATOR 
DR. YOAV FARHI, PART IT 


By Aaron Oppenheim, N.L.G. 
The Frankenhuis Collection World War I Medals 


Speaking with Dr. Yoav Farhi, our conversation turned to 
the future of the Frankenhuis Collection of World War I 
medals. Besides being the world’s most extensive collection 
of its kind, it is especially significant to me personally, as I 
am the grandson of Maurice Frankenhuis. Many of the 
Shekel readers may recall Maurice Frankenhuis as one of the 
founders of A.LN.A. in 1967, who served on its Board from 
its inception. 


In addition to coins of the Holy Land, the museum has 
been the beneficiary of specialized collections. Most notable 
is that of Maurice Frankenhuis’ Collection of Medals, 
Medaletes and Plaques Relative to World War I 1914-1919 
as published by same in 1919. This extraordinary group of 
almost 2000 numismatic medals was donated in 1961 and 
fills more than 50 cabinet trays, from the belligerent 
countries including Germany, France, Great Britain, Italy, 
United States, Russia, Turkey, Austria-Hungary, The 
Netherlands, Luxemburg, Poland, Switzerland, Belgium, 
Roumania, Serbia, and Bulgaria. It includes many iconic 
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medalists and sculptors including Ludwig Geis, Karl Goetz, 
and Walter Eberbach among others. 


Recently I perused an archive of dozens of original letters of 
correspondence between my grandfather, Maurice 
Frankenhuis, and the principals of the Kadman Numismatic 
Pavilion. 


Sixty-five years ago, Maurice Frankenhuis was introduced by 
Zalman Susayeff, an Israeli businessman and Knesset 
member, to Leo Kadman. Theit meeting in 1958, was 
followed by a close relationship with him and Arie Kindler. 
Plans were underway for the creation of a new Pavilion of 
the Haaretz Museum in Tel Aviv for Numismatic material. 
The Frankenhuis Collection of World War I Medals was 
deemed a significant addition to the core collection of the 
museum. By January 1960, the Administrative Director of 
Museum Haaretz, Chaim Elperin, updated Mr. Frankenhuis 
with the plans for the new building, and their desire to 
include the War Medals collection as part of the museum. 
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Invitation Letter a Leo Kadman, June 26, 1958 


Ina letter to Mr. Susayeff in February of 1960, Frankenhuis 
states: “I am very much inclined to have my collection 
placed in the State of Israel, especially in view of my 
personal ties with the country through my daughter and 
family. Be assured that I will give this matter my careful 
consideration, and on my return from Europe in about 
three to four months I will decide and let you know”. 
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ieee Cans Medals Go To Israel 
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Ina letter confirming his intention in April 27, 1961, he 
states: “My collections of medals, medalets, and plaques of 
World War I (1914-1918) has been shipped in seven (7) 
crates via SS Israel; this ship left on the 5th of this 
month... 


“At a future date, I intend to further donate my collection 
of similar articles of World War II (1939 - 1945) quite 
extensive, as I may complete the same. It is my belief that 
both these wars are but one, since the second followed so 
shortly afterwards. In both cases, Germany was defeated 
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and the result was the establishment of the State of Israel, 
Yarum Hodo (May His Glory be Magnified)! 


“Conforming my previous cables, and by reason of the 
persistent endeavors of Mr. Zalman Susayeff, whose 
diplomatic work in this behalf, I decided to donate these 
collections to your Museum in the State of Israel. 


“This is a result of lifetime work, starting in 1914, almost 
half a century, to complete these collections. It would be my 
ability to elaborate about the same, but I write merely a few 
details. 


“The said collection was shipped in sixty-six (66) drawers, 
manufactured in celotex and covered with velvet. My 
personal friend, Mr. George Hill (later Sir George Hill), 
Keeper of the Coins and Medals of the British Museum, 
advised me to make this as suitable for a Museum, and 
suggested that the same not be rearranged. 


“Originally, the same were enclosed in two (2) wooden 
cabinets. But during the occupation of Holland, of which I 
at that time was a citizen, the Germans stole them as well as 
all property of Jews which they were able to expropriate. By 
Nes or miracle, these medals were saved since they were 
stored with a non-Jewish friend during 1939 - 1945. 
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One of the wooden trays housing various medals of the 
Frankenhuis Collection 


“A number of medals, all of which were duplicates, were 
given by me to the British Museum as well as to the U.S. 
Government at the urgent request of the American 
Ambassador to the Hague. During the First World War, as a 
citizen of a neutral country, I was able to purchase the same 
from both belligerent parties. 


“T daresay that I can be proud that I have the largest and 
most complete collection of World War I. 
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Maurice Frankenhuis examines one of the WWI medals he 
donated in 1961 


“During the World War I, my family did not comply with 
the Order of the Occupying Authorities of Holland, but 
went into hiding, until we were caught, arrested, imprisoned 
and after Westerbork, were confined in Theresienstadt. But 
by the grace of G-d, we finally escaped finality. From my 
investigation, my entire family, viz.: Myself, my wife and my 
two (2) daughters, was the only family from the 
Netherlands, escaped in its entirety Baruch Sh’a’sah Nissim! 
Amen!” 
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Maurice Frankenhuis received a letter from Mordechai 
Namir, the Mayor of Tel-Aviv-Yafo, dated July 3, 1961 
from: “The fine collection of medals, medalets and plaques 
of World War I, which you so kindly donated to our 
Museum Haaretz and which we duly received, will form a 
most valuable and important addition to our growing 
museum. 


“We appreciate that such a comprehensive and well-ordered 
collection like yours must be the result of a lifetime’s work, 
and we count ourselves fortunate to have the privilege of 
owning and eventually displaying it. 


“Our Numismatic Pavilion, under construction for some 
time, is now nearing completion, and we hope to inaugurate 
it before the end of this year. Its opening will give us the 
opportunity to acquaint our public, as well as tourists from 
all over the world, with your collection, and we would be 
most happy to have you with us in Tel-Aviv for the 
occasion. 


“Please accept our heartfelt thanks for your generous gift, 
and let me wish you good health and a long and happy life.” 


A fascinating three-page letter from Maurice Frankenhuis 
dated September 22, 1961 to the Museum detailing some of 
the history and data on some of the medals are hereby 
excerpted (in part): 
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“Enclosed you will find several photostatic copies of two 
articles regarding some peace medals described by Prof. Dr. 
Kisch. Most likely Dr. Kadman knows Prof. Kisch as he is a 
collector of Judaic medals. 


“Tn connection with a statement in these articles, that “very 
little is known about the production of commemorative 
War medals during the Second World War and the 
countries overrun by the Germans not in a mood to issue 
medals”. I would like to say that a considerable number 
have actually been issued, most of them have been traced 
and collected by me after the articles were written in 1946. 


“T was and still am eager to obtain medals relating to the 
Jewish catastrophe of the last war and am happy to say that 
I possess a few vety rare specimens. a number of these 
medals are on their way from Europe and I hope to receive 
them within the next few months. 


“Tn my letter of August 9th, 1961, I wrote that I thought it 
advisable to keep the medals of World War I for the time 
being and ship them at a later date when this collection will 
be complete upon reconsideration, however, perhaps it 
would be better to have them shipped at an earlier date; 
when you advise me to ship them earlier, I will gladly 
comply. 
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“With regard to my letter of May 27th, 1961, in which I 
promised to give you further information about medals, 
etc., this I will do from time to time. Re the Collection 1914 
- 1919, No. 641 is a very rare specimen. This was struck in 
commemoration of the sinking of the “LUSITANIA”, sunk 
by a German U boat on May 7th, 1915. This criminal act, an 
outburst of German brute force during the First World 
War, aroused the whole world and caused the United States 
to enter the war against the Axis powers. 


“A similar medal struck in Germany re the sinking of this 
merchant vessel, is No. 1428. it was very popular and was 
used for propaganda purposes by the Allied countries. 


“No. 641 was designed by Prof. L. Gies. I would like to 
point out that a series of medals, Nos. 1310 - 1375, also 
designed by Prof. Gies, is a very rare collection. I procured 
these medals ftom Prof. Gies himself. Only one proof was 
struck of the majority of this series and he declared that he 
destroyed the moulds immediately afterwards. 


32 Continued 


Continued 


One of the German World War I medals (No. 1326) designed by 
L. Gies, Ruins of Reims Cathedral. Border legend: Eli, Eli, Lamma 
Sabakthani (My God, My God, why hast you forsaken me) 
(Image of medal with permission from the Kadman Museum) 


“No. 1496, a medal by W. Eberbach and one of the 
“Totentanz” series, is an interesting specimen, inasmuch as 
the Germans tried to retrieve these medals after they were 
issued, when they found out that it was not a British 
submarine which torpedoed the Dutch steamer 
“TUBANTIA” but a German one. The German 
government apologized for the sinking of this ship and paid 
an indemnity for the loss incurred. 


“T would like to point out that several medals got rusty and 


discolored because the collection was in storage during the 
occupation of the Netherlands by the Germans, 1940 - 
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1945. They were hidden by a friend of mine in a cellar 
which was very damp. 


“T do not think I need tell you that the damaged ones can be 
restored. In fact, a few hundred were restored by Kon. Ned. 
Edelmetaalbedrijven v. Kempen, Begeer & Vos, N.V., 
Voorburg, Holland. They were restored in such a way that 
you can hardly see the difference from when they were 
originally issued. I know these people very well. Practically 
all medals, coins, etc. struck in Holland are struck by this 
company. 


“Also, the British museum gave me advice and information 
as to the best way to restore the damaged medals. 


“Enclosed you will find a letter dated July 14th, 1941. There 
was a decree by which all medals, etc. had to be handed 
over. As with all decrees and laws of German officials 
during the War 1939 - 1945, in order to mislead and 
misrepresent, there was always stipulated a few exceptions. 


“Tn the decree of mid-July, 1941, there was this exception: 
“Memorial and commemorative medals so far as they have a 
special historical or art value” are exempted from being 
handed in. 


“All the Jews in the occupied territories were scared to 
death and practically no one dared to oppose the laws and 
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decrees of the Germans. However, with the clause above 
mentioned and per advice from the numismatic firm of J. 
Schulman, the collection was not registered, mentioned, or 
handed over to the German authorities. 


“When some Jews realized that the Germans were not only 
out for attaining their property and material assets but 
ultimately their very physical destruction, a number of them 
- Iwas one of them - fled and went into hiding. 


“Despite all efforts of the German officials with the aid of 
Dutch Quislings to trace the collection, it was never 
discovered.” 


In a Cablegram dated March 28, 1962 to Museum Haaretz, 
Frankenhuis writes: “Unable to attend opening Kadman 
Pavilion in which my heart and gifts are in perfect accord 
together with its preservation of our existence despite 
unheard of persecution.” 


In June of 1964, an exhibition was opened with 80 
commemorative medals of World War I, selected from the 
material presented to the museum. Introductory 4-page 
descriptive pamphlets with details of the exhibit were 
published in English and Hebrew. 
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Poster announcing the 1964 exhibit of selections from the 
Frankenhuis Collection World War I medals. 


1964 Exhibit of Frankenhuis Collection World War I Medals at 
Kadman Numismatic Museum 
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2014 World War I Centennial Exhibit 


A half century later, in 2014, a new exhibit was curated by 
the Kadman Museum under the supervision of Cecilia Meir, 
to coincide with the centennial of the outbreak of World 
War I in 1914. Display contains select medals and 
descriptions of topics including the Battle on the Marne, the 
Battle of Verdun, the sinking of the Lusitania, the Zeppelin 
Blitz on London, and the Leaders and Commanders of the 
Allied and Central Powers. A synopsis of the exhibit can be 
viewed on the Kadman Museum’s website. Additional 
information can also be found on the 
frankenhuiscollection.com website. 


No. 1319. Dance of the Dead; Body of soldiers, armed with rifles, 
going to war, with Death at their head. Totentanz 1914 - 1917 
(Image of medal with permission from the Kadman Museum) 
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Kadman Museum Frankenhuis Collection Centennial Exhibit 2014 
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‘Yoav and I discussed the collection’s future, and the efforts 
to promote its educational value to numismatists, historians 
and researchers. The catalog authored by Maurice 
Frankenhuis in 1919 serves as the primary reference work 
for the collection; it contains images of a small portion of 
the nearly 2000 medals. 


. : ta 
Catalogue of World War I Medals Collection published by M. 
Frankenhuis and Catalog Preface detailing the system of 


sequencing the medal collection 


Yoav and I are considering updating and re-printing the 
catalog, perhaps digitally and/or hard copy. 


The first step is to have professional photos of each medal 
made. This project could achieve many goals. In our digital 
age, images of medals could be viewed online and 
chatacteristics and descriptions made easily available. The 
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information and images would be stored in a database for 
cross-referencing with other museums. (See British 
Museum’s online digital database, for example). 

To help defray the cost of this goal, sponsorships are 
available, which are treated as U.S. tax-deductible 
contributions. Inquiries from interested parties should 
contact myself or the editor of the Shekel Magazine. 


Yoav concluded our two-day meeting with an invitation to 
our A.ILN.A. members. With the largest repository in the 
the State of Israel of coins, medals and banknotes relative to 
the Land of Israel and the history of the Jewish People, he 
said there is no better place to donate their collections or 
contribute financial support than the Kadman Museum! 
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SHEKEL PRIZE ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mel Wacks, chair of the American Istael Numismatic 
Association’s Shekel Prize Committee, has announced that 
the unanimous choice of the jurors for the 2023 Shekel 
Prize are Dr. Yitzhak Magen, Dr. Gabriela Bijovsky and 
Yoay Tzionit for the book Mount Gerizim Excavations - The 
Coins, The Shekel Prize is awarded annually to the best book 
published on the topic of ancient Judaean coins, coins of 
the Holy Land or Judaic numismatics. The winning volume 
discusses the History of the Samaritans on Mount Gerizim 
and includes the corpus of coins discovered on the site 
dating between the Persian and Byzantine Periods. 


MOUNT GERIZIM E ATIONS 
THEE 
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The first section, written by Dr. Yizhak Magen, Head 
Archaeological Officer for the Civil Administration of Judea 
and Samaria, details the history of the Samaritans and Mt. 
Gerizim from the destruction of Samaria at the end of the 
eighth century BCE until the Byzantine period. The author 
discusses coins discovered at Mt. Gerizim that have helped 
put to rest more than a century of historical and 
atcheological debate over research issues regarding the 
. The second section, by Dr. Gabriela Bijovs 
analyzes the thousands of coins discovered at Mt. Gerizim 
dating from the Persian period to the Byzantine period. The 
author deals with several aspects of the Mt. Gerizim coins, 
among them chronology, typology and the study of mints. 
The third section was prepared by Yoav Tzionit, Senior 
Curator for the Archaeology Department of the Civil 
Administration of Judea and Samaria, and includes the 
database of the coins from Mt. Gerizim. 


Samarita: 


Shekel Prize medals will be presented to Dr. Yitzhak 
Magen, Dr. Gabriela Bijovsky and Yoav Tzionit later this 
year by Dr. Haim Gitler, one of the jurors and Chief 
Curator of Archaeology and Curator of Numismatics at The 
Israel Museum, Jerusalem. Mount Gerizim - The Coins can be 
purchased from the Israel Antiquities Authority 


(www.antiquities.orgil/), and can be read free 


at www.academia.edu. 
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The Shekel Prize medal was designed by Victor Huster. 


The other candidates for the Shekel Prize were Forging 
Secrets: Faces and Facts Inside the Nazi Operation Bernhard 

Scheme edited by Kiel Majewski, Joseph Boling and Daniel 
Spungen; IVho's Who in the Jewish-American Hall of Fame by 
Mel Wacks; 2022-23 Guide Book Coins, Banknotes and Tokens of 
Israel by Israel Asher; and Israel Numismatic Research 

17/2022 edited by Donald Ariel and Danny Syon. 0 
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THE BANK OF A. LEVY MEDAL 


In the 1880s, Achille Levy, a native of France, established a 
commission and forwarding business in Hueneme, in 
Ventura County, California. He would buy grain and other 
products from the farmers and charter sailing schooners to 
take the goods to San Francisco. 


Medals were embedded in lucite. 


Gradually he began lending money to the farmers and 
cashing their checks. When Oxnard was founded in 1898, 
he moved his business to a wooden building on Fifth Street 
and in 1902 to a brick building on the northeast corner of B 
and Fifth Streets. 


In 1905 the business was incorporated as a banking 
institution, Bank of A. Levy. Achille Levy considered his 
bank to be an integral part of the community; there were no 
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foreclosures during his lifetime, even during the depression 
in the 1930s. 


In 1927, with Achille’s son Joe as president, Bank of A. 
Levy moved to this Renaissance-style building on the corner 
of A and Fifth Streets. Many branches of the Bank of A. 
Levy were opened, but headquarters remained at Fifth and 
A Streets for many years. In 1995 the Bank of A. Levy 
Company was sold to First Interstate Bank. 0 
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NYPD’S SHOMRIM SOCIETY MEDAL 


Source: www.nypdshomrim.org 


The first Shomrim Society was established in the New York 
City Police Department in 1924, The NYPD Shomrim 
Society is a fraternal organization of Jewish members of the 
New York City Police Department. Capt. Jacob Kaminsky 
was the first president. It is rumored that a comment made 
to a young Jewish officer going on patrol was the spark that 
started this fraternal and charitable organization. At that 
time only 1% of the department was Jewish. 


Shomrim really blossomed in New York during the 
depression years. Civil service jobs provided the only secure 
means of making a living in those days. The civil service lists 
of 1935-37 added 400 new Shomrim members. 
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In 1939, 33,000 people took the test to become members of 
the NYPD. Of that only 1440 passed and one-third of them 
were Jews. Most of them were college graduates, out-of- 
work teachers, lawyers, accountants, and even two doctors. 
By the mid-1960s this “class of 1940” had filled such 
positions as Chief Inspector (the highest uniformed rank), a 
female Deputy Chief Inspector, the Chief of Detectives, 
Chief of the Organized Crime Bureau, and Chief of the 
Narcotics Division; in effect, it was the class “the stars” fell 
on. 


Today, Jewish Police Officers hold many different positions 
and almost every rank in the NYC Police Department. 
Rabbi Dr. Alvin Kass serves as the Chief Chaplain for the 
department and has been providing guidance in his role 
since 1966! 


‘The Shomrim Society has benevolent aspects such as a 
college scholarship fund for members’ children, burial 
assistance for their members, in addition to an annual 
Passover distribution event named for former Assistant 
Spiritual Director, Rabbi Jack M. Sable. 0 
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A.LN.A. MARKETPLACE 
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Since Chester Krause began Numismatic News in 1952, it has been the top choice 
for hobby news and information for coin and paper money collectors from around 
the world. Since its founding, Krause and his publishing partners also launched 
World Coin News, Bank Note Reporter and Coins Magazine, each serving a 
different segment of the numismatic hobby. We are proud to still bring you these 
cornerstone publications so many decades later. 


Numismatic News, produced 32 times per year, is filled with auction reports, 
current events, upcoming auctions and hobby happenings, U.S. coin pricing, reader 
letters, history lessons and important information on fakes and forgeries. 


World Coin News is dedicated to bringing you the latest news about coins 
produced from around the globe. From extensive auction coverage and new issue 
reports, to history lessons from A to Z and coin news from around the world, it's 
all here. 12 monthly issues are packed from cover to cover. 


Bank Note Reporter is published 12 times per year. With news from the 
US. and around the world, it’s collector's preferred bank note publication. In 
addition to auction coverage, new discoveries, oddities and monthly collector 
showcases, a monthly U.S, price guide is included in each issue. 


Coins Magazine is collectors’ go-to source for updated monthly pricing in an 
easy-to-use format. The monthly pricing is accompanied by articles from regular 
contributors, including Mike Thorne, Ph.D., R.W. Julian and Mark Benvenuto. A 
reader favorite each month is the “Coin Finds” column, with reader stories of their 
best coin finds. 


Order your subscription(s) today at 
Wwww.numismaticnews.net/magazines. 


‘Mamimatic New, Mid Cin Ne, Bank Nee Reread Cans Mapecine ee publi by tive Inet Media 


WORLD PAPER MONEY AUCTIONS 
What is Your Collection Worth? 


Prices Realized from Our Recent Paper Money Auctions 


Israel Bank Leumi Le-Israel B.M. 
50 Pounds ND (1952) Pick 23a 
PMG Choice Uncirculated 64 EPQ 
Realized $24,000 Israel Bank Leumi Le-Israe! B.M. 

500 Pruta ND (ca. 1953-54) 
Pick Unlisted Printer’s Design 
PMG Choice Uncirculated 63 
Realized $26,400 
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Israel Bank Leumi Le-Israel B.M. 10 Lirot 
ND (ca. 1953-44) Pick Unlisted Printer's Design 
PMG Choice Uncirculated 64 
Realized $26,400, Israel Bank Leumi Le-Israel 8.M. 50 Lirot 
ND (ca. 1953-44) Pick UNL Printer's Design 
PMG Choice About Uncirculated 58 
Realized $28,400 


For a free appraisal, or to consign to an upcoming auction, contact a 
Heritage Consignment Director today. 800-872-6467, Ext. 1001 or Currency@HA.com 


OALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY ILS CHICAGO | PAL BEACH 
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Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 60+ Categories AUCTIONS 
Immediate Cash Advances Available THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
1.6 Million+ Online Bidder-Members NUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER 
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